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Our club has several of its most important events of the year on the horizon and it would be nice 
to have great participation at each. 

Next up will be the annual Fall Train Show on October 26 at West Virginia University’s 
Parkersburg campus. Hours will be the normal 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and much help will be needed 
for set-up in the early evening on October 25 and clean-up at the show’s conclusion. Vendor 
tables are still available. See show chairman Tom Ratkovich (HO) for more information, to 
reserve tables or to sign-up to help with the event. We also need qa couple of members to man 
club tables at the show. 

Members are strongly encouraged to share and post fliers and “spread the word” about the Fall 
Train Show. Attendance last year was poor and we need to make a better effort at promotion. 

Our annual Holiday Open House (aka Christmas Open House) will be December 7 and 14 (10-4 
both days) at the club facility and this will be followed by the annual Holiday Dinner (aka 
Christmas Dinner) on December 19 at 6:00 at DaVinci’s Italian Restaurant in Williamstown. 

Further, MOVMRC will conduct its annual nomination of officers at the November and 
December meetings with the actual election taking place at the latter. Persons interested in 
running for a 2020 position should make it known to a Board of Directors member. 
We enjoyed a successful Parkersburg Homecoming Open House in mid-August, welcoming 
361 guests over two days and taking in $414.55 from donations, a train set raffle and food sales. 
We had more than 30 members and two spouses involved. 

 MOVMRC thanks Lynn Ammann (O), Barry Powderly (HO), Pat Hines (O), Mike Hupp 
(O), Ed and Rhonda Baranoski (HO), Joe Stephens (G), Tom Ratkovich (HO) and Jimmie 
Bee (N) for working the door and hawking raffle tickets. The club also thanks Jimmie Bee (N), 
Barry Powderly (HO), Mark Suek (S), Mike Hupp (O), Bill Ammann (O), Ed Baranoski 
(HO), Roy Highman (HO), Kevin Highman (HO) and others for working the clean-up and 
preparation and Mark Suek (S), Chris Reynolds (HO), Kevin Highman (HO), Jimmie Bee 
(N) and others promoting the event. Special thanks to Steve and Lanita Vicars (HO) for 
providing good food, Jimmie Bee (HO) fruit, Jimmy John’s sandwiches and extras and Pat 
Hines (O) and others doughnuts. 

 As usual, Doug Unsold (N) did a super job as event conductor in full uniform. The club is also 
grateful to all the members who operated the layouts and spoke with our guests during the open 
house. We enjoyed many first-time visitors and several folks who stated they’d not been to 
MOVMRC in many years. 

 



General Club News 
• The Board of Directors met, in August, to address concerns about members not 

paying their dues on time. The Rules and Regulations have been revised (for the 11th 
time) to explain how non-payment will be handled. Further revision of the Rules and 
Regulations includes removal of references to the now-defunct electronic door 
deadbolt and other wordsmithing. The revised Rules and Regulations take effect after 
the third reading and approval, which will be at the October meeting. 
 

• It was great to see Hal Shive (N), Eugene Spencer (HO) and John Kidder (HO) at 
the Homecoming Open House despite major health concerns. It was also nice that Dr. 
Paul Powell could attend the open house and see the refurbishment of the N layout he 
donated to the club nearly 14 years ago. There is also a spiffy new sign hanging 
above the layout. The club thanks Jimmie Bee (N) for his work on this project. 

 
• According to Mike Hupp (O), the club treasury stood at $7,617.35 as of the 

September meeting. 
 

• Mike Hupp (O) has mailed greeting cards to our members who are ailing. 
Unfortunately, the list is quite long. Kevin Highman (HO) recognized Mike’s 
goodwill efforts at the August meeting. Chris Reynolds (HO) did the same on line. 
 

• A group from the Boys and Girls Club of Parkersburg toured MOVMRC in late July 
to obtain ideas for a model railroad layout they are planning to build. Six MOVMRC 
members participated in the visit with the HO and O layouts in operation. 
 

• A proposed tour by representatives from Good Shepherd Episcopal Church was 
scrapped, due to scheduling difficulties. 
 

• Please note Ed Baranoski’s new address and telephone number on the roster, a hard 
copy of which is posted on the club bulletin board. 
 

• Steve Vicars (HO) provided club leadership with a copy of the first MOVMRC 
newsletter (from 1982). The document was e-mailed to members by Mike Mutz (N). 

 
• The club now has several new wall clocks and snappy new beverage cooler, thanks to 

Mike Hupp (O). 
 

 
 
 
 



General Club News (continued) 
 

• MOVMRC thanks Tom Ratkovich (HO) for his donation of several club logo caps. 
These quality items are available for purchase. See Mike Hupp (O). 

 
• Lionel has re-entered HO scale in a big way. See the Lionel 2019 Volume 2 catalog 

for 59 new cars, three sets and several pages of accessories. Lionel has also come out 
with its new MagneLock track system in HO. See Mark Suek (S) for the catalog. 

 
• Please note the sign-up sheet on the club bulletin board for the aforementioned 

Holiday Dinner at DaVinci’s on December 19. The restaurant requires a minimum of 
40 reservations. As always, spouses and guests are welcome. 

 
• Mike Hupp (O) reports Rick Ransbottom of Wurtland, KY has retired from the 

model train repair business. Rick has completed many repair jobs for MOVMRC 
members and customers of Chuck Willey (WV Hobbies and Crafts) over the years. 

 
• Please note the new telephone number and e-mail for Paul Woodruff (HO) on the 

revised club roster, posted on the bulletin board, as well as Jamey Eaton’s e-mail 
address. 

 
• MOVMRC congratulates highly-skilled modeler Steve Vicars (HO) on his recent 

retirement from the workforce. 
 
• Mark Suek recently purchased a nice 1948-51 Gilbert American Flyer S gauge 

collection from Louverna Tomer, a long-time friend of the club, along with her late 
husband, Kenneth “Bus” Tomer. The Tomers worked with Mark at GE Plastics. 
Part of the collection, belonging to Bus’ late brother, Gordon Tomer (B&O retiree), 
was donated to MOVMRC. 

 
• Thanks to our friend Joe Horter in Charleston, our Fall Train Show information is 

now posted on the Kanawha Valley Railroad Association website and fliers for our 
event are being distributed in Kanawha County. Joe will be sending fliers for 
KVRA’s February 2020 show in St. Albans to Mark Suek in the next few weeks so 
they can be distributed at our Fall Train Show and Holiday Open House. This type of 
cooperation and communication certainly benefits both organizations. By the way, the 
KVRA now uses PO Box 6131, Charleston, WV 25362 as its mailing address. 

 
• MOVMRC welcomed new members Chris Massey of Marietta, OH and Rodney 

Toothman of Parkersburg at the September meeting. Both are in HO scale. Chris is 
sponsored by Todd Atkinson (HO) and Rodney is sponsored by Jimmie Bee (N). 

 


